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Editorial Foreword

Who Would Have Thought… 
A New Normal

 For me, like so many others, 2020 began without 
much fanfare. I had celebrated the beginning of the 
New Year with some friends and family, wishing each 
other good health and happiness in the year ahead and 
remembering with gratitude God’s gifts to us. January 
continued with rather mild temperatures and little 
snow and we were happy about that. My Christian Life 
Community was able to celebrate three birthdays of 
members as we have done in the past. In February, with 
Lent approaching, we were getting ready for our parish 
Bible study to resume and it did. Being a people who enjoy 
celebrating with each other, we had a festive Mardi Gras 
dinner with lots of food, drinks, laughter and hugs. We also 
paused to think/pray about Lent and our preparation for it. 
Little did we know…

 The weekend of March 14-15 was the first indication 
that life and church gatherings as we were used to, had 
begun to change. Church attendance in my parish had 
dropped by more than half. By the next afternoon, the 
announcement had been made that all Masses were 
cancelled for parishioners until further notice. We who 
celebrated daily Mass together for many years were 
dumbstruck. It was at this time that we, seniors especially, 
began our period of quarantine, sequestering, hunkering 
down, isolation.

For me. this is Day 33: no attendance at Mass and 
no Eucharist; no visitors, no shopping, no visits to the 
homebound, no cooking at the Soup Kitchen, no physical 
grieving with family at my sister-in-law’s funeral, etc. 
Each of us can compile a list of personal losses.

How have we responded to this experience of the 
coronavirus in our midst? 

 Once the coronavirus pandemic emergency was 
announced, all of us were thrust into a ‘new normal.’ 
Although some of our daily actions changed immediately, 
others were discerned or prescribed for as days and weeks 
passed. For many, the mandate was to continue working 
from home. For others there was no job as more and more 
were ‘furloughed.’ All of us were encouraged to be safe for 
the benefit of ourselves and others by social distancing and 
better hygiene. We, as faith filled people turned to websites 
and TV to ‘celebrate’ Mass. ZOOM and conference calls 
have become means to celebrate birthdays, have family 

visits (even on Easter), hold CLC meetings and even carry 
on editing sessions. In many ways the new normal has 
given us time for deeper prayer and reflection. It often 
leads to discerning a simpler life style. Have any of us not 
thought about better use of ‘things’ or conserving what 
is at hand or sharing with those in need or being creative 
about food choices and preparation?

 For many others the new normal means cancellation 
of classes, of sports, even of graduation ceremonies and 
festivities. The new normal for many youth and young 
adults means study and class work online. It may include 
doing more chores at home. Hopefully, it includes 
families joined around the dinner meal. As I listen to my 
grandchildren, I hear their groaning about missing friends 
and concerns about what the future will bring.

 The new normal for healthcare workers, even seasoned 
ones, comes with physical and emotional stress and even 
danger. Their hospital work and load are beyond their past 
experience. Most are dealing with an unknown enemy. 
Within my family are two physicians and a nurse who 
provide direct care to COVID-19 patients. One daughter 
works to keep her Nursing Home, filled with high risk 
people, virus free. Still another works to provide thousands 
of bagged breakfasts and lunches to economically 
depressed families in the Bronx - a new normal.

  New normal can be evidence of loss, but it can be a 
place of grace and growth. Setting aside non-essentials can 
lead us to reflect on the true meaning of our lives and how 
the Lord is reaching out to us today. The new ’homebound’ 
rely on technology not only for entertainment but also for 
growth in awareness. I think of the many resources that 
keep us informed about the Church, the suffering people 
around the world, the ways we can protect our earth, etc. 
Global Sisters Report, NCR, Ignatian Ministries and Earth 
Beat are a few examples. I have benefited personally 
from the many sites that provide commentaries on the 
daily Gospel. Scripture has come alive in new ways. 

Harvest Editorial 
Team:

Dorothy Zambito
George Willett
Nancy Head
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Among those contributing to this are Loyola Press, Bishop 
Barron’s Word on Fire, NCR’s Pencil Preaching and 
Franciscan Media.

 This issue of Harvest focuses on the Four Frontiers of 
Christian Life Community. In the midst of the pandemic, 
I recognize many connections and opportunities to reflect 
and to act on these mission priorities. What does your 
new normal look like today? How is the Lord calling out 
to you to minister to the poor, to families, to youth and to 
creation? 
Within This Issue:

 President Barb Rudolph writes in “Responding 
to World Needs through Our Four Frontiers” of 
connectedness, vulnerability, trust in God and our need to 
re-commit to our work on the Four Frontiers.

 In his “The Frontier of Youth Ministry,” EA Father 
John Lan Tran, S.J., shares his concerns about young 
people who were raised in the Catholic faith and now have 
abandoned it. He also shares his desire to focus on sharing 
that faith with youth in the retreat setting.  

 “Celebration of a Wonderful Life, V. Barbara Bedolla” 
is Marie A. Schimelfening’s remembrance of longtime 
friend and CLC member.

Pat Carter Anderson’s “The Four Frontiers: Seeing 
as God Sees,” challenges us to see and act as God does by 
reflecting on scripture from the place of one on the margins 
of society and not from the dominant culture. As we move 
to the Four Frontiers, we need to be co-laborers with God, 
freeing ourselves from attitudes that hinder us, listening to 
those in need and using resources that are available to us.

 In “Erase Margins and Establish Kinship,” Paul 
Homer recounts the visit of Father Greg Boyle, S.J. 
to Fordham Prep just prior to the declaration of the 
coronavirus pandemic. He tells us of Greg Boyle’s 
insistence on Us rather than them, knowing people by 
name, recognizing their worth and being present with and 
for them. In this time of the new normal, Paul encourages 
us to connect with others, especially the suffering, by 
prayer, communication and compassion.

 Marie A Schimelfening and Patrick Cleary-Burns 
join forces in “Globalization of Poverty and Migration” to 
tell us of their call to lead a team to work on this Frontier 
for CLC-USA. They identify issues of concern, their vision 
of the work ahead and their hope for others to join in this 
endeavor.

 Marie A. Schimelfening’s “Stranger No Longer” 
introduces us to an organization that works with and for 
immigrants in Detroit.

 Mary Ann Cassidy, Joan Woods, Ann Marie 
Brennan and Dorothy Crowley collaborate in “CLC at 

the UN.” They describe the working group’s involvement 
and participation in areas of concern. Among these are 
the Commission on the Status Women and the NGO 
Commission on Rights of Indigenous Peoples.

 Carol Gonzalez reports to us in “CLC-USA’s Integral 
Ecology Working Group.” She tells the make-up of the 
group, clarities that emerged at the Pittsburgh Assembly 
and plans for moving forward to address urgent planetary 
concerns.

 The authors of “The Ignatian Family Teach-in for 
Justice,” Christine Cichello, Perry Bowers, Michel-
Jules Adjibodou and Andy Lee, share highlights of this 
year’s event. They describe a fast-paced, informative and 
inspiring meeting that included topics like immigration, 
racial justice and climate change. They shared the role 
CLC played in breakout groups.

 In his reflection on the “National CLC Guides 
Meeting,” Larry Paffrath describes questions that were 
discussed, the role of guides, the use of DSSE, different 
kinds of communities and available resources.

 In “ National CLC-USA Guides Meeting - Part 2,” 
Nora Paffrath writes of new insights, challenges and 
graces of guiding a group. One highlight of the weekend 
was the ceremony in which she and husband Larry 
declared their Permanent Commitment in CLC. 

 Patrick Cleary-Burns shares current happenings and 
the region’s way of being in “The Reiman Great Lakes 
Region Is Coping with COVID-19 Together.” Perhaps you 
can add or learn from their region’s way of proceeding 
during this crucial time.

 For your own reflection, consider “A Letter from Saint 
Ignatius” by Nikolaas Sintobin, S.J.

Let us join together in beseeching our loving God to 
halt the spread of the coronavirus, to heal those who are 
suffering from it and console those who have lost loved 
ones because of it. May we be energized by the Holy 
Spirit to be attentive and do all that we can in this time of 
need.

With gratitude to God, 
 Dorothy M. Zambito

Video recording of Green New Deal Discussion 
Session 7 - “Vision & Inspiration: GND and Education, 

Arts, and Interfaith Endeavors” 
Exploring Naomi Klein’s On Fire:  

The (Burning) Case for a Green New Deal

https://www.youtube.com/watch? 
v=hr1P9USVv_g&feature=youtu.be

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hr1P9USVv_g&feature=youtu.be 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hr1P9USVv_g&feature=youtu.be 
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President’s Corner Responding to World Needs through 
Supporting Our Four Frontiers

 As we think of the changes that we have seen in the past few months, it is a time 
to balance these changes with what is steady in own lives. Spring has always been a 
time that symbolizes hope and new beginnings. Living in a part of the country that 
enjoys all four seasons, spring is always the refresh season, bursting forth with buds, 
greenery and flowering bushes, as well as the blooms of spring flowers. This year, with 
the COVID-19 virus, we are reminded of our interdependence on each other and all 
other people of the world. We are also reminded of our vulnerability and how quickly 
our world can change. 

 When we participated in the CLC in the USA Open Meeting/World CLC Day on 
March 25, we spent some time talking in small groups about our concerns, challenges 
and hopes in this pandemic. In some ways, our paralysis reflections over this past year 
have been precursor for talking about our current fears, concerns and what holds us 
back. Our third round of sharing on March 25 led us to hear insights that emerged. I 
was struck by the comment of how the pandemic is a Good Friday experience. Another 
person commented that we need to move forward, that as CLC we need to re-commit 
to our work on the Four Frontiers. This has been a time that has drawn many of us to 
re-connect with each other through virtual meetings. In meeting with each other, we 
have had a chance to experience community in new ways. It is a time to ask about 
what sustains and supports us. Has there been a particular prayer, scripture reading or 
phrase that has spoken to you in a special way? Has there been a special image that has 
deepened your faith? Is there something that has become clearer to you? Have your 
life priorities changed? Have you found new ways to be generous or to give hope to 
others?

 For me, the words “Trust in the slow work of God” have taken on a deeper 
meaning. It took me a while to appreciate fully the seriousness of the pandemic. At 
first, hearing of the virus in China, I did not think the virus was something that would 
impact me. Within a couple of weeks, I realized that the virus was impacting people 
all over the world. Our world seemed smaller. Reflecting on the need to trust God 
became interspersed with news of serious health crises happening throughout the 
world. I became aware of the need to pay attention to public health recommendations. 
There are reasons to be grateful as well as to be inspired: tireless health care 
workers, essential workers who meet our needs, people who follow public health 
recommendations, and people who have seen a need and responded to fill it. 

  On Saturday, April 4th, I had the opportunity to participate in a World CLC 
ZOOM call where CLC members of world regions talked about the pandemic, what 
people saw happening, and how we are called to deepen, share and go forth. Seeing the 
faces of World CLC members highlighted that we are all one, living together on this 
earth. Several call participants mentioned helping others, especially the vulnerable. 
The need to follow public health recommendations was highlighted. Responding to the 
needs of other people was also emphasized. Hopefully, each of us will find new ways 
to respond to the unprecedented needs that we see in our world.

 I would like to offer this photo as a symbol of reflection. May this be a time 
that sustains us and helps us as we continue our individual and community journeys. 
As we are able to resume more patterns of our ordinary lives, may we, as CLC, find 
ways to support and be involved with the work of our Four Frontiers: family, youth, 
globalization of poverty and migration, integral ecology. Let us help bring hope to 
the world. Thank you for your support and willingness to be involved and to make a 
difference.

Barb Rudolph 
President
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CLC-USA has been talking 
about the Four Frontiers, one of 
which includes working with youth. 
Since I am in the middle of giving 
two confirmation retreats to teens, I 
want to share a story that I use. This 
story is taken from the time travel 
novel Đại Đường Ngư Y (Royal 
Physician of the Tang Dynasty), in 
which Dr. Li, a modern physician, 
travels back in time to the seventh 
century of the Tang Dynasty in 
China, where he befriends a little 

princess who is five years old. 
Dr. Li visits the Little Princess. As soon as the Little 

Princess sees him, she rushes toward him, crying: O, o, Dr. Li, 
hu, hu, hu…

Dr. Li embraces the Little Princess: Oh, no. Tell me what 
happened.

The Little Princess says chokingly: Nobody loves me; I am 
an orphan.

Dr. Li: What! Everyone loves you- your mom, dad, brothers, 
sisters, me, my wife - everybody loves you. Who said that you are 
an orphan?

The Little Princess, still choking: When I asked Mommy 
where I came from, she said I was abandoned by the stork on our 
front steps. I was an orphan that nobody cared about. The Little 
Princess wails even louder after saying this. 

Looking over to the Queen, whose face has turned red, Dr. 
Li sighs: My mom said the same thing to me, you know. She told 
me that I was an abandoned baby. You see, that is not true.

The Little Princess looks at Dr. Li with her big eyes: Really? 
I swear. Dr. Li raises his right hand.
Tell me, then, where did I come from? I want to know, says 

the Little Princess.
Dr. Li looks at the Little Princess with much affection, 

smiles and says: Let’s sit down and I will tell you. Do you look at 
the stars at night?

Yes. I really like them, the Little Princess responds eagerly. 
Ha, ha, ha, Dr. Li laughs. This is how it works. You see, each 

star is an angel waiting to be born. Several years ago, your mom 
and dad prayed to God for a lovely and adorable child. They 
promised to love and care for her. After that, God granted your 
parents their wish, giving them a loving and adorable angel to 

be their child: that is you! That was how you came to be. You 
understand now?

Dr. Li continues to smile and looks gently at the Little 
Princess, who looks a little embarrassed, but her eyes are 
sparkling. Am I really an angel from heaven? She asks.

Of course! You can ask your mom, says Dr. Li.
The Little Princess rushes toward the Queen, grabbing her: 

Mommy, Mommy! Am I really a little angel from God? 
The Queen picks her up and kisses her cheek: Yes. You are 

our little angel from God, our little princess. 
Ha, ha, ha… giggles the Little Princess. I am a little angel 

from God.
This story shows the love that parents have for their 

children, a love that many of my retreatants struggle to realize. 
Returning to the subject of youth ministry, I think it is closed 

to the hearts of many in CLC-USA. Part of it has to do with 
our demographic. As a whole we are growing older and we do 
not have many younger people joining us. This can be painful 
considering many of us joined CLC in our youth (or in our 
twenties). 

Looking at a broader picture, as a teacher and later a 
spiritual director working in retreat centers, I have had a number 
of conversations with parents who mourned the loss of faith 
of their children. This subject brought up much pain to many 
Vietnamese (as well as other immigrants) who once fled their 
country to come to the U.S. so that they could be free to practice 
their faith, only to witness that just a generation later their 
children would no longer live the faith that we once cherished. 

Facing this reality, different people would react differently. 
Some parents endured much pain and anguish, wondering what 
they might have done wrong. Others resigned to reality that their 
children may not return to the faith, but still hoped that someday 
their children would come back. Others blamed their children for 
what they saw as a betrayal of their values. 

After some reflection, I feel that God is inviting me to focus 
on sharing the Christian faith with young people in retreats. In 
the words of St. Paul in First Corinthians 1, we want to share 
about the crucified Christ. The basis of the “Christian story” can 
be summarized in one sentence: God creates us, sends Christ to 
redeem us, and sends the Holy Spirit to sanctify us. All of this is 
because God loves us and wants us to live in abundant joy, truth 
and life. Indeed, we are all little angels from God.

The Frontier of Youth Ministry
Father John Lan Tran, S.J.

Ecclesial Assistant
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If one were to ask Barbara Bedolla when she 
began her way of life in Christian Life Community 
(CLC), she would say it was back when she was in 
grade school and then high school. Our movement 
was called Sodalities of Our Lady (Marian 
Congregations). She did not lose that vision of living 
out this specific way of life. She grew with it and 
made her permanent commitment about 60 years 
ago. That was very important to her. Years ago, 
we both had the opportunity to celebrate our 50th 
anniversary of our permanent commitment with our 
CLC in Detroit.

Barbara’s gift to us in CLC, both nationally 
and internationally, is extensive. In the late 70’s 
and early 80’s she used her gifts in Bolivia, Panama 
and Ecuador. In our country she was active in the 
Baltimore area and began bringing together guides 
of the various CLC groups. The purpose was to have 

guides helping one another in guiding their communities. In 1983 she became co-president 
of National CLC along with her husband, Marcelino. This was the first time we had co-
presidents. In 1984, after a National Course on Guides directed by Jose Gsell and Patrick 
O’Sullivan, S.J., from our international office, Barbara became the chairperson of our 
National Formation Team. For years many guides courses were held in various parts of the 
country. She led the team well.

In 1989 Barbara was asked to be part of an international CLC team that would work 
on the revision of our General Principles. The team met at the World CLC office in Rome. 
Nick Rieman, S.J., from the USA was also part of the team. The present version of the GPs 
was accepted at the World Assembly in 1990 held in Guadalajara, Mexico. Barbara was one 
of our USA delegates to that Assembly.

She received her Master in Pastoral Ministry at Marygrove College and became the 
Pastoral Minister at Our Lady of the Rosary Parish, both in Detroit. Her passion was to give 
Ignatian retreats and to be a Spiritual Director for many. 

Barbara was a member and guide of Divine Whisper CLC and a member of the Nick 
Rieman S.J. Guides CLC until she moved to an assisted living home in 2017. Barbara 
passed away with her family at her side on April 25, 2020. She will be missed by many in 
CLC both locally and in the world.

Here is a link to the obituary: https://www.petersandmurrayfuneralhome.com/ for 
Peters and Murray Funeral Home in Grand Ledge, MI.

Celebration of a Wonderful Life

V. Barbara Bedolla (1940-2020)
Marie A. Schimelfening

https://www.petersandmurrayfuneralhome.com/
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_______________________________ 
1 Rohr, Richard: https://cac.org/
knowing-from-the-bottom- 2020-02-
10/
2 Boyle, SJ, Greg:, Tattoos on 
the Heart: The Power of Boundless 
Compassion

Recently I have run across the same insight coming to me from different sources. 
When this happens I often feel it is a tap on the shoulder by the Holy Spirit to pay 
attention. The first was an article by a Methodist pastor who was sharing how he 
realized his difficulty understanding the Bible. It came from the reality that he was 
approaching it from a dominant culture experience when it was written from the 
experience of a marginalized and oppressed culture. Then Richard Rohr dedicated a 
week of his daily meditations to the same topic! In particular, one meditation titled, 
“Knowing from the Bottom Up,”1 reminds us that history is typically written by the 
dominant culture of the time. A noteworthy exception is the Bible which is written 
from the viewpoint of the often enslaved, dominated and oppressed people of Israel. 
The New Testament scriptures were also written by those being persecuted for their 
faith. Jesus’ followers included those from the margins: tax collectors, prostitutes, 
Samaritans. He had no difficulty approaching the untouchable lepers and those 
possessed. Those in the dominant culture, the Roman occupiers and chief priests, 
were those who crucified him. The Acts of the Apostles speaks of the persecution of 
the early Christians. It wasn’t until Christianity became the established religion of the 
Roman Empire after 313 AD, that the Bible began to be interpreted from the viewpoint 
of the dominant culture. 

Scripture, then, invites us to view the world as God does. But what does this 
different viewpoint look like? Do I operate out of a privileged world view? Does 
CLC? How can I/CLC move from a privileged viewpoint to that of God’s? 

An obvious starting point is the scriptures, especially the life of Jesus. His Sermon 
on the Mount (Matthew 5-7) describes the attitudes and actions of someone with the 
world view of those sharing God’s world view. The Beatitudes (Matthew 5:1-12), in 
particular, show us the pathway to develop this world view. Greg Boyle, S.J., speaks 
of the Beatitudes as geography – they tell us of where we stand.2 Are we standing 
with those who are poor in spirit, merciful, mourning and working for justice, or with 
the proud, self-righteous and self-centered? It is interesting to note that right after 
the Sermon on the Mount, Matthew describes two encounters, one with a leper (an 
outcast) and one with a centurion (an oppressor). In both cases Jesus responds to their 
need and heals. 

In the first part of the Incarnation meditation in the Exercises [102], Ignatius 
invites us to see the world as God sees it. Our own General Principles (GP1) echoes 
this. Both invite us to be with the Trinity compassionately gazing at the world and all 
the activity in it, both that which is life-giving and that which isn’t. And we are invited 
to participate in the building of the Kindom from God’s point of view. 

Ignatius often invites us to seek poverty, if not actual poverty, poverty of spirit. He 
speaks of spiritual freedom. Could this be an invitation to experience our spiritual life 
from the viewpoint of those on the margins? In the Suscipe [234] Ignatius invites us to 
ask God to transform all that we are, or think we are, into an expression of God’s love 
and grace. 

Perhaps this is why Ignatius takes us to the foot of the cross to contemplate Jesus’ 
complete surrender and ask ourselves, “What have I done for Christ, what am I doing 
for Christ, what ought I do for Christ?” [53]

The culture of encounter to which Pope Francis calls us reminds us that shepherds 
should smell like their sheep. So our involvement in issues of justice is not to be from 
the sidelines, but in solidarity with those on the margins. We are to listen to their 
stories, engage with them in their lives, approach with compassion — not judgment, 
look at reality from their viewpoint and experience, and walk with them as we work 
for solutions.

Pat Carter Anderson has been 
involved in Ignatian spirituality 
in various roles since high school, 
first as a member of Sodality/CLC, 
eventually as President of CLC-USA, 
as well as the Bridges Program. She 
is a spiritual director, avid gardener, 
photographer, speaker and retreat 
presenter on both the Spiritual 
Exercises and the Universe Story. 
She uses her graphic art skills as an 
accompaniment to these programs. 
In 2014 she moved from her home 
town, St. Louis, to Tracy, Iowa where 
she lives with her husband, Larry. 
She is the mother of Josh and the 
grandmother of Maggie and Paddy.

The Four Frontiers: Seeing as God Sees
Pat Carter Anderson
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Our apostolic work is not a top-down activity. We are not 
the givers and the poor the receivers. It is a solidarity with, an 
encounter with others as brothers and sisters in Christ, as co-
laborers in building the Kindom. It is listening to their stories, 
washing their feet.

It is about using the privileges we have for the benefit 
of others. A friend of mine is an example of this. She is a 
religious sister who took a trip to Africa. During the trip 
she would sit around the fire in the evening and listen to the 
women tell stories of their dreams of making their lives and 
the lives of their children better — if only they had a little 
help. My friend returned on fire. She realized that they knew 
what they needed; they only needed access to some resources. 
She began a microfinancing organization that has grown over 
the years to an outreach to several African countries. It is 
continually adding new projects from providing livestock to 
affording health care for pregnant women and their children. 
She left behind her privilege, listened and used her resources 
for the good of the greater. 

Through a discernment at our World Assemblies and 
affirmed by CLC in USA, we are invited to engage in one of 
the Four Frontiers: Integral Ecology, Globalization of Poverty 
and Migration, Family and Youth. This engagement calls us 
to live the words of Micah 6:8 to act justly, love tenderly and 
walk humbly with our God. 

The CLC way of life supports this culture of encounter 
with its three pillars of transformative Ignatian spirituality, 
discerning communal life and apostolic action. We have been 
given the tool of DSSE (discern, send, support, evaluate) to 
help our communities grow more deeply into our way of life. 

As we discern our response to the invitation of the Four 
Frontiers, we are invited to: 

• Remember Whose we are.
• Become co-laborers with God in building the Kindom. 
•  Free ourselves from attitudes, feelings, desires and 

‘knowledge’ that hinder relationships.
•  Walk humbly with those we encounter and listen to 

their stories.
•  Use resources that we have in the service of those 

without them. 
These are not linear steps. They interweave with each 

other. An important component of integrating them is to 
bring our experiences back to our communities to discern and 
evaluate. This is how we send and support each other. 

We are not the saviors of the world, God is. And we 
are not to approach our apostolic work as a project to be 
completed (chances are it won’t be), but with the awareness 
that we are one small cell in the Body of the Christ that has 
important work to do. We are God’s loving presence in this 
world working to build the peaceable Kindom God envisions. 
We are seeing as God sees and loving as God loves.
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On Sunday, March 8, 2020, days before the emerging COVID-19 outbreak would be 
declared a pandemic and a week before our lives would be dramatically upended, Fr. Greg 
Boyle, S.J., delivered a talk about kinship and connectedness. His message has taken on a 
special poignancy in light of the situation in which we currently find ourselves.

Members of the Metro NY CLC attended the event as the culmination of their Lenten 
Day of Prayer. The speech was held in the Leonard Theater at Fordham Preparatory School 
in the Bronx and was jointly sponsored by Fordham Preparatory School and America Media 
as part of the Prep’s annual Faith Doing Justice Summit, which this year focuses on the 
Jesuit’s Universal Apostolic Preference of “Walking with the Excluded.”

Fr. Boyle, S.J., who is the founder of Homeboy Industries (HBI) in Los Angeles (the 
largest gang intervention, rehabilitation, and re-entry programs in the world), is the best-
selling author of Tattoos on the Heart: The Power of Boundless Compassion and, more 
recently, Barking to the Choir: The Power of Radical Kinship. Both books and numerous 
videos of his talks available online are wonderful introductions to Fr. Boyle and his 
message.

“The Church is not a building you come to; it is primarily a place you go from” was 
Fr. Boyle’s opening theme. He reminded us that God’s people from the very beginning 
have been on the move, called from their place of origin to go on a journey to the margins. 
It is that journey that teaches us all of life’s great lessons, that reveals God’s true nature, 
that destroys those margins, and that is our salvation. God is not calling us to bend down 
to serve those who are on the margins. Service is the hallway leading to the ballroom. It is 
meant to be a temporary stretch leading up to the great final destination, where we are all 
together, joyous, and with all distances between us collapsed. “You go to the margins not 
to save, but to be saved.” We must stop thinking of people as either “service providers” or 
“service recipients.” There is no “us” and “them;” there is just “us.”

Father Boyle then went on to talk about the history of HBI, about his discovery that 
nobody ever dreamed about joining a gang. Gang members want what we all seek—to 
be recognized, to belong, to have a role. Father described how he learned firsthand that 
damaged people damage people and that cherished people cherish people. We can’t 
demonize people that we know. So HBI was created as a place where people would be 
known by name, belong, and have a role so that the “demonizing would stop, and the soul 
would feel its worth.” HBI does not hold up a bar by which to measure people, but instead 
holds up a mirror so that each person can see that she or he is exactly as God intended them 
to be. 

The heart of his talk was an interweaving of his four main themes—inclusion, 
nonviolence, unconditional loving kindness, and compassionate acceptance—with his 
amazing repertoire of stories. The themes broke open the stories; the stories illuminated the 
themes. His stories evoke laughter and tears, often within the same sentence. 

Fr. Boyle’s message was perfect for Lent. It reminded us to return to ourselves, by 
shedding all the false images of God and success that constantly bombard us, in order 
that we can set out again on the journey to erase margins and to establish kinship. It 
was a perfect message, too, for our “new normal.” Despite our isolation, we have a new 
opportunity to connect ourselves with others, especially those who now suffer, through 
prayer, communication and compassion. In the end it is not about peace, justice, reform, 
equality, etc. As important as all those ideals are, they are byproducts of what ultimately 
matters, what God originally and always intended, for us - to live in kinship with each 
other. We do that through lots of practice at trying to create community, by seeking to love 
more than to be loved, and by not taking praise or criticism too seriously. It is then that we 
shall live in a state of kinship such that God would recognize. 

Erase Margins and Establish Kinship
Paul Homer

Paul Homer has been a 
religious studies teacher at 
Fordham Preparatory School 
in the Bronx for 30 years. He is 
also the director of the Prep’s 
Christian Service Program 
and a member of the faculty 
CLC. He lives on Long Island 
with his wife, Karen and two 
children, Luke and Sarah. 
They belong to St. Thomas 
the Apostle Parish in West 
Hempstead.
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Our CLC-USA President, Barb Rudolph, asked us to build up this Frontier for our 
sisters and brothers in CLC. We met and prayed and listened to the Spirit and agreed.

 Why us? Marie is a Board Member for Strangers No Longer. She is also shepherding 
the Committee on Direct Support/Accompaniment. Strangers No Longer is a network 
of parishes and congregations. Patrick organized walkathons for world hunger relief and 
community development for 15 years with Project Bread in Boston and Church World 
Service/CROP in Western Pennsylvania and West Virginia. He and his wife, Jeannie, are 
members of St. Malachi Church in Cleveland. Their parish has been feeding the homeless 
and hungry daily for 155 years. This history is why we both felt called to say ‘yes’ to Barb’s 
invitation.

 It is hard to think of a broader frontier. Almost any of the issues under this umbrella 
could be a mission frontier! Part of our challenge will be to bring what feels overwhelming 
down to a manageable level. We know that our task is not to inundate every local 
community with endless data; rather it is to invite us all into discerning prayer to discover 
how we are called to follow Jesus.

Our Wisdom Sources

 Called to work on such a broad frontier, the last thing we want to do is spend a lot of 
time reinventing wheels! There are partners in CLC, the Church and in Ignatian ministries 
who can share a great deal of wisdom. These include:
• The UN-CLC Working Group
• World CLC
• Jesuit Refugee Service
• Ignatian Solidarity Network
• US Conference of Catholic Bishops

These wonderful organizations have been working for many years on the issues that we 
will address. We are thankful for these guides!

Teammates Wanted!

 We seek to work with 6-10 other folks who care passionately about the issues that 
are part of this frontier. We hope that as you read this article, you listen for the Spirit’s 
promptings. Then ask the Spirit if you are on the right track. Is this what Jesus is asking 
you to do for the good of our sisters and brothers in CLC and throughout our world? Since 
our loving God has also called you to the other things in your life – like family and work 
and health - your call to this mission will need to be a new part of that balance. If you 
want to explore this further or feel called to be part of the team, please email Patrick at 
pclearyburns@gmail.com or Marie at maschimelfening@aol.com. What is the Spirit saying 
to you? 

What are some of the issues which are part of this team’s mission?

Immigration
 If anything epitomizes globalization, it is immigration. Today the United Nations 

estimates that there are 25,000,000 refugees in the world. Think about your own family’s 
experience of coming to the United States. At this moment, literally millions of families are 
going through similarly harrowing experiences. Members of CLC from Detroit to Western 
Europe to Brazil to Vietnam are in mission trying to help families find safety in new homes. 

Globalization of Poverty and Migration:

An Introduction to the CLC-USA Efforts 
Marie A. Schimelfening and Patrick Cleary-Burns

Marie A. Schimelfening

Patrick Cleary-Burns
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We are all aware of the immigration issue facing the United 
States. As CLC, we can also begin to experience immigration 
as a frontier of CLC in mission around the world. The 
meeting materials we prepare will enable a local community 
to discern whether they are called to act justly, love tenderly 
and walk humbly with our loving God. Hopefully many 
will respond to sisters and brothers who are caught up in 
the global morass of immigration difficulties caused by war, 
ethnic and religious strife, and bone-crushing poverty.
Hunger and Homelessness

 We all know about the hunger and homelessness in 
our own community. Anyone who has traveled through our 
country or in other areas around the world knows these are 
much deeper and broader problems. Many CLC members in 
the world have fed a hungry person, have housed a homeless 
person, or have given a donation. If they all jumped up 
and down three times, the world would think there was an 
earthquake! The meeting materials we prepare will assist a 
local community to discern whether they are called to act 
justly, love tenderly, and walk humbly with our loving God. 
Hopefully their response will be to feed their sisters and 
brothers who are hungry or homeless in our own communities 
or in global areas of acute need.
Access to Healthcare

 We hear many arguments about how our country should 
deal with healthcare. Imagine the difficulties homeless 
parents have when their child is sick. Consider what a 
family experiences in a refugee camp in Ethiopia, when the 
matriarchal grandmother has a possible stroke. It is a struggle 
for many people in our own communities and around the 
world to find access to healthcare. How does our loving 
God heal the sick unless we, his hands and feet, respond? 
These meeting materials that we will develop will look at the 
miracle stories of CLC members around the world who work 
for access to quality, safe and affordable healthcare for their 
sisters and brothers. The meeting materials will then guide 
the community into sharing deeply about how they hear our 
loving God calling them to respond.
Empowering Women

 We know the history in this country wherein cultural 
mores, power structures and even families may block 
the education and progress of women. These realities are 
magnified in countries around the world. The CLC-UN 
Working Group in New York recently shared a report about 
the Girl Effect. (The report can be found on the World CLC 
website.) There is a belief that a village’s standard of living 
will increase if we invest in the education and empowerment 
of girls! A girl will often invest her income and knowledge 
into her family and her community. A girl can break the cycle 
of intergenerational poverty. How does our loving God want 
us to support these efforts? Are we called to act justly, love 
tenderly and walk humbly in praying and learning and acting 
to support the efforts to grow our world into one family, one 
woman at a time? The meeting materials will help us look to 

scripture, tradition and the experiences of CLC in the US and 
around the world, in an effort to listen to how we might be 
called to mission.
Community Economic Development

 What does economic development have to do with 
CLC? Maybe everything. CLCs in the Philippines have 
asked the world community to support their project to help 
a small fishing village that was devastated by a typhoon, by 
building boats and thus bettering their livelihood. Ministries 
like Catholic Relief Services, the Campaign for Human 
Development and Caritas International have long seen that 
the best way to help a community overcome poverty is to 
give them the tools and support to move forward to a safer, 
healthier, more meaningful life. Is this how your community 
is called to respond to Matthew 25’s challenge? How can we 
praise God by supporting a school in Kenya that educates the 
children and grandchildren of CLC members and gives them 
hope that their family will have a better life? How can we 
love our sisters and brothers who are struggling to find new 
water sources or raise more resilient grains? How can we act 
justly by advocating for more effective programs for our own 
communities? 
What will be the Role of the Globalization of Poverty and 
Migration Team?

 The Team will work to develop a base set of materials for 
CLC-USA communities to explore, share and listen to God’s 
call to mission. We are aware that not every community will 
feel called to mission in this frontier. For those communities 
called to this frontier, the Team will provide additional 
materials to enable them to go deeper in discerning their 
particular response.

 The Team will also be called to pray through the 
scripture passages that have helped us in our discernment. 
We ask the Spirit to help us see ways in which these 
same passages can be used in the materials. What prayer 
experiences in the Spiritual Exercises have been used by the 
Spirit to guide us into serving on this Team? These passages 
and experiences will be an important part of our sharing as a 
Team as we participate in this leadership ministry.

 If any part of this description has touched you, and your 
heart is burning, like the disciples on the road to Emmaus, 
please contact us.

 May all that we do be for the greater honor and glory of 
God!
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Strangers No Longer is a network of parishes and congregations in Detroit, 
creating Circles of Support to provide assistance to immigrants in the area and to 
advocate for a comprehensive and humane immigration policy. We do this to put into 
practice the example of Jesus and Pope Francis, to receive strangers (the migrants) as 
our own brothers and sisters. The program does this in three ways:

1) Education - We strive to educate in the parishes and congregations about U.S. 
immigration policy, the effect it is having on real people and the needs that arise out of 
this policy.

2) Direct Support/Accompaniment - We work directly with families in a 
variety of ways, including accompanying immigrant families to court and providing 
transportation, translation and emergency financial support.

3) Advocacy - We advocate for more humane policies and practices toward 
immigrants at local, state and national levels - meeting with local officials, asking them 
to make policies and practices that reflect the values of our parishes.

There is so much to do in this area of concern and so much to learn. Current policy 
is so different from the immigration laws of the past. The US Bishops have made 
it clear that building a wall is not the answer. We have to be open and brave about 
building bridges. It is a global issue that strikes closer to home when you know a friend 
who has a family in need. In my area many parents are picked up by ICE and either 
deported or put into isolation while their children are taken care of by other family 
members or neighbors. The stories are endless.

In the words of Pope Francis, “We cannot remain insensitive, our hearts deadened 
before the misery of so many innocent people. We must not fail to weep. We must not 
fail to respond.”

Marie Schimelfening has been a part of Strangers No Longer for two years. She is 
serving on the board of directors. For Marie, this is her CLC apostolic ministry. 

Strangers No Longer
by Marie A. Schimelfening

Marie A. Schimelfening has 
been a Sodality/CLC member 
for over fifty years. She served 
as CLC Executive Secretary 
(1971- 1975) and as Executive 
Director (1975-1980). Marie 
was a delegate to several world 
assemblies and was World 
ExCo Secretary (1982-1990). 
She serves as a CLC NGO 
representative to the United 
Nations in New York. She is a 
member of the Nick Rieman, 
S.J. Guides CLC and a guide 
for the Companions CLC, both 
in Detroit.

World CLC at the United Nations
In 1975 World CLC was officially accepted as a Non-Governmental Organization (NGO) with consultative status at 

the United Nations through the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC). In the early 1970s, Betty Leone, a long time 
CLCer in Cleveland and Washington, DC, initiated the drive to promote World CLC at the UN by becoming an NGO. She 
said that we needed to become aware of domination outside of ourselves in all structures of society. Her favorite word was 
‘conscientization.’ What a challenge to be conscientized to our present world situations!

In 2003 a CLC UN Working Group was formed which was concerned with issues that affect all of us in the world. 
Joan Woods, a CLC member in New York, is on the working group and is our World CLC representative at the UN. Other 
members of the working group are Nicholas Kim, Ann Marie Brennan, Mary Ann Cassidy and Marie Schimelfening. 
Some of the issues that members of the working group have been involved in are Sustainable Development and Climate 
Change, Migration, Water and the Commission on the Status of Women.

Many, if not all, of these issues are described in The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) of the UN. There are 17 
goals which the UN has set to achieve by 2030. Each goal has a series of measurable targets. This agenda can be found at: 
http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/. Our frontier of Globalization of Poverty and Migration is intricately tied to 
these goals. General Principle 8 calls us to be more responsible in this frontier:

...to work for the reform of structures of society, participating in efforts to liberate the victims from all sort of 
discrimination and especially to abolish differences between rich and poor. 

http://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/
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CLC at the UN
Mary Ann Cassidy, Ann Marie Brennan, Joan Woods and Dorothy Crowley 

Introduction

CLC’s role at the UN is to join with 
others of good will in an international 
arena to raise awareness of the issues, 
to network with others, to share relevant 
stories from the UN with our CLC 
community, to bring the stories from our 
CLC groups to the UN, and to promote 
worthwhile campaigns such as the Oceans 
Project— above all to make an impact.

The working group at the UN 
includes members and interns. Our main 
representative is Joan Woods. Ann Marie 
Brennan is the link to the World ExCo, Marie 
Schimelfening, and Nicholas Kim are members of the working group. The two interns 
are Dorothy Crowley and Marilyn Marin. Mary Ann Cassidy is acting secretary.

Our participation includes attendance at committee meetings in areas related to the 
Four Frontiers of CLC: Globalization of Poverty and Migration, Integral Ecology, 
Family and Youth. For example the NGO-Committee on Migration, and the sub-
committee on Climate-Induced Displacement based Migration reflect our priority of 
Globalization of Poverty and Migration. 

The theme of the 58th session of the Commission for Social Development, (Feb.2, 
2019) was Affordable Housing and Social Protection Systems. The NGO representative 
for the Sisters of Charity, Sister Teresa Kotturan said, “For the first time, the UN has 
issued a resolution on homelessness, describing it and calling on member states to 
measure it.” This is a testament to the power of collaboration and advocacy among 
NGOs.  
CLC Participation 

Joan Woods was involved in two sections of the planning committee for the 
Forum to review the Beijing Declaration and Platform of Action. This was adopted 
by 189 member states after a world conference on women held in Beijing in 1995. 
The declaration drew on 170 national reports, and contributions of hundreds of civil 
and youth organizations, as well as the latest global data. The platform covered 12 
critical areas of concern. The team worked with the study group on the platform and 
the Human Rights Documents. The Commission on the Status of Women (CSW) 
decided in December after reviewing the documents not enough was done since 1995 
to improve the status of women. For example, economic inequality has not changed 
for the past 20 years. Illiteracy affects half a billion women world wide. Young 
women raising families are 25% more likely to be living in extreme poverty than men. 
Fortunately for the CSW, another forum has been announced along with a Feminist and 
Women’s Action Plan. The Generation Equality Forum will be convened by the UN 
Women and co-hosted by the governments of Mexico and France in May and July. Due 
to the coronavirus, the official commemoration of the 25th Anniversary of the Beijing 
Conference will take place in September, 2020. Hopefully, members of the CSW, 
Migration Committee and Indigenous Committee, among others can influence the 
debate at the upcoming Forum.

Mary Ann Cassidy

Ann Marie Brennan,
World CLC Vice President.

Joan Wood

Dorothy Crowley
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NGO Committee on Migration/  
Climate-Induced Displacement Sub-committee

Members of this sub-committee have monitored and 
participated in the CSW Beijing +25 planning meetings. 
Our participation in the study group continued to focus on 
migrant women/girls and climate displacement. Our group 
agreed to gather case studies of climate change and climate 
displacement from our respective geographic regions of 
concern. Joan Woods was responsible for the Amazon, also 
South America. This sub-committee from Climate Induced 
Migration, working on the Amazon, planned future climate 
strikes outside the UN. 

At the January meeting of the NGO Committee on 
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, Dr. Elaine Congress, 
Professor of Fordham University Graduate School of 
Social Service and Dorothy Crowley (UN intern) made 
a presentation on the Indigenous Health Service (IHS) 
which is the principal federal health care provider for 
Native Americans (NA) and Alaska Natives (AN) in the 
573 federally recognized tribes in 37 states. The limited 
budget meets only half of the program’s annual demand. 
The ongoing challenges of the IHS include high infant 
mortality, lack of mental health care, high substance abuse 
and lower average life expectancy than the non NA/AN 
population. The bottom line is that the IHS needs more 
funding to provide for consistency of care. 

The Amazonia sub-committee of the Mining Working 
Group met in February. Dorothy Crowley reported that 
the group reviewed the post-synodal apostolic exhortation 
of Pope Francis “Querida Amazonia” (Beloved Amazon). 
His report stressed the need for increased cultural respect 
and equilibrium between the indigenous and non-
indigenous peoples. The report stressed the wide diversity 
within indigenous peoples and the importance of women 
in the Amazon. It asked for an end to the conflicts and 
the daily trampling of the human rights of the indigenous 
peoples, which affects their livelihood and family life. 

A committee member (who recently returned from the 
Amazon in Brazil near the Venezuelan border) reported 
on the desperate situation of the Venezuelan refugees 
with refugee or temporary residency status. These people 
are living in extreme poverty, with a lack of shelter and 
medicine. They are pawns in the hands of the military and 
drug lords.
Ignatian Family Events

In addition to the CLC working group, there are 
several Ignatian Family events at the UN. In July 2019 
there was a high level political Forum on Sustainability 
Goals (sponsored by the Jesuit Conference in USA and 
Canada, Jesuit SJES, EcoJesuit, Ignatian Solidarity 
Network, CLC and Loyola University, Chicago). 

The Forum on the Amazon and REPAM with 
Mauricio Lopez (CLC) was planned for April 2020 at 
Fordham University. It included Jesuit Social Ministries, 
Jesuit universities, parishes and schools. Mass for the 
Amazon was also going to be held at St. Francis Xavier 
Church, N.Y.C. These events are postponed.
Future Goals

1. Resurrect the CLC National Liaisons which would 
bring us grassroots stories and bring concerns of our 
national contacts to the UN.

2. Make use of Facebook. CVX-CLC Ecology is 
already a group on Facebook. This group was created 
to raise awareness on ecological issues and to promote 
engagement in the reflection of Laudato Si’. The platform 
enables local CLC groups to share their ecological stories 
and actions. Formation of a second group could allow 
us to communicate committee proceedings and help to 
formulate papers for government organizations. 
Conclusion

In a recent address, Pope Francis stated that affluent 
countries often live in a culture of indifference and 
deny the reality of the poor. Their suffering is often due 
to economic decisions that put most of the wealth in 
the hands of a few. St. Ignatius and our CLC General 
Principles remind us that the poor are affected in each one 
of our frontier areas. Every committee described above 
hopes to communicate to its constituents and the wider 
community, concerning the structural injustices that exist 
and to network for change.

Maroun Karma, CLC Lebanon, 3/12/20.

Marguerite Zambito, Sister-in-law of Dorothy 
Zambito, Locust Valley CLC, New York, 3 /29/20. 

Marie Strayhorn, Sister of Ken Weindel, John 
XXIII CLC, Missouri, 4/10/20. 

Rita Eddy, Sister-in-law of Mary Wescovich, John 
XXIII CLC, Missouri, 4/12/20.

V. Barbara Bedolla, Divine Whisper CLC & Nick 
Reiman, S.J., Guides CLC, Detroit, Michigan, 
4/25/20

Hubert Remi Ngueha, CLC Cameron, formerly 
Whisper of God CLC, Silver Spring MD. 4/27/20

IN MEMORIAM
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CLC-USA’s Integral Ecology Working Group 
Carol Gonzalez

“This is the time to take the decisive step, to move from using and misusing nature 
to contemplating it.” – Pope Francis

This recent quote of Pope Francis amidst the global pandemic points to the 
relevancy of what we will soon celebrate: the Fifth Anniversary of Pope Francis’ 
Encyclical Laudato Si’, the pope’s call to name Care for Creation an essential 
responsibility for every believer in addressing the existential crisis the whole world 
faces. It has become a foundational reference for our actions as CLC on the Integral 
Ecology Frontier to work together for our common home. Before Pope Francis’ 2015 
letter to the world, CLC at the Lebanon Assembly in 2013, had already posed the 
challenges and responsibilities to: develop sensitivity towards respect for creation in 
our attitudes and actions; and establish and develop networks to share experiences and 
practices such as the Amazon Project. 

Over the last seven years, this ecological priority has grown in the heart of our 
world community, and CLC-USA gained great clarity as to what is ours to do at the 
National Assembly (Pittsburgh, 2019) as members met in self-selected groups to pray 
and discuss. This included one group on Integral Ecology. In furthering the graced 
invitations gathered in the Assembly Summary Document, NCC instituted Four 
Frontier Working Groups. This article is a brief attempt to let members know where we 
are in the unfolding of this effort. 

Chaired by Dan Scheid and Carol Gonzalez, the Integral Ecology Working Group 
has had one ZOOM meeting on March 12, 2020 with graced conversation around 
the Lenten themes of Prayer and Learning, Fasting and Lifestyle Changes, and Alms 
and Action. Minutes from all meetings are available to any interested CLC members. 
Currently there are seven members of this working group, Ann Marie Brennan, Pat 
Carter, Carol Gonzalez, Henry Gonzalez, Dan Scheid, Jeanne de Simone Sieger and 
Joan Woods. We hope to add additional representative members from CLC-DH and 
KCLC. For now, we’re meeting monthly via ZOOM on the 2nd or 3rd Thursday at 8:30 
PM.
We gratefully recognize that various local and regional CLCs are already engaged in: 
• sharing Laudato Si’ with its call to interior conversion, 
•  making lifestyle choices in line with our GPs that call us to work for justice through a 

preferential option for the poor and a simple life style, which express our freedom and 
solidarity with the poor, (GP4) and

• participating in and leading efforts and advocacy concerning creation care. 
The Integral Ecology Working Group seeks to support that ongoing work of CLC 

members and intends to build on the common themes and action-oriented clarities that 
emerged from the Assembly Breakout Group on Ecology that include:
1.  Encourage NCC leadership and all CLC-USA members to stress the urgency 

of climate change with much-needed Awareness/Education and Accountability, 
including invitations for local CLCs to discern common actions such as tree 
plantings, Clean Water projects or viewing documentaries such as “Plastic Ocean” 
together.

2.  As we address our paralysis of “fear,” let’s seek to model for one another radical 
Hope, stronger Courage, and the desire to change.

3.  Be grounded in the Scriptures, in awe and wonder, in the sacredness of all life.

Carol J. Gonzalez has been 
a member of Chesed CLC 
(Pittsburgh) for thirteen years. 
She serves as CLC Guide for 
a local community as well 
as for retreatants making the 
Spiritual Exercises through 
Bridges. Carol is the NCC Rep 
for Mid-Atlantic Region (MAR)
and CLC-USA Rep on the 
World CLC North American 
Regional Team. She attended 
the World Assembly in Buenos 
Aires, 2018. She has chaired 
CLC-USA’s Office of Apostolic 
Action and Advocacy for over 
ten years.
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4.  Read and re-read Laudato Si’ like 
a “GPS” as we make ourselves 
available for the inner conversion it 
calls for, utilizing the Harvest 2015 
Vol. 48, No. 3, available in archives.

5.  In the spirit of “everything you 
do matters,” and in not wanting to 
burden very active CLC members, 
we seek to highlight the simple daily 
choices, a simplicity and integration 
with daily life, such as dealing with 
food waste or choice of energy for 
home and parish.

Rather than a piecemeal approach, 
integral ecology seeks a broader vision 
of reality that sees the whole, the 
interconnectedness in relationship with 
one another. Recognizing that the planet 
and people are inextricably linked, the 
needed movement to solve the urgent 
planetary crisis depends on community, 
collaboration and cooperation for 
climate solutions. CLC has much to 
contribute with our Ignatian toolkit of 
a contemplative, discerning, communal 
way of proceeding in our work 
together! In that spirit we’ll be working 
closely with the Globalization of 
Poverty and Migration Frontier, as it is 
clear we are really talking about a single 
environmental and social crisis. Pope 
Francis writes, “We have to realize 
that a true ecological approach…must 
integrate questions of justice in debates 
on the environment, so as to hear both 
the cry of the earth and the cry of the 
poor.” 

Please pray for the Integral Ecology 
Working Group that we can be faithful 
in communally discerning next steps 
with interior freedom, patience and 
inspired courage on our journey to 
choose the Magis, which is CLC’s gift 
to do in our care of the world, helping 
to create a hope-filled future for all 
God’s children.

Tree planting project of St. Aedan CLC, Metro NY Region.
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Christine Cichello

Each year 1500-2000 
students from Jesuit high schools 
and universities from across the 
country gather in Washington, 
DC to participate in the Ignatian 
Family Teach-In for Justice. They 
learn, reflect, pray, network and 
advocate together on specific 
social justice issues, continuing 
in the rich history rooted in 
honoring the Jesuits and their 

companions who were martyred in El Salvador in 1989.
This year students heard inspirational speakers 

including Sr. Peggy O’Neill, S.C., who spoke of her 
experience living and working for peace in El Salvador for 
the past 30 years, and Fr. James Martin, S.J., who spoke 
on welcoming and respecting LGBT Catholics in our 
parishes. Many university students also shared on topics of 
importance to them including climate change, immigration 
reform, mass incarceration, racial equality and more. 
On Monday morning participants met on Capitol Hill 
with congressional personnel to share their concerns and 
support for different bills in Congress.

This year, through a grant from CLC-USA, Christine 
attended the event with Perry, Michel and Andy, three 
recent Boston College alumni who were CLC leaders as 
undergraduates. The former students facilitated a CLC 
breakout session to further reflect, pray and share on where 
the Holy Spirit was inviting them to respond out of love to 
stories and speakers they listened to in the larger assembly. 
Below are their reflections on the experience: 

Perry Bowers

Three moments from the 
Ignatian Family Teach-In stand 
out in my memory. First, when 
a high school student presented 
a powerful talk on racial justice, 
she focused on a beautiful mural 
that she painted at her high 
school. It depicted black saints - 
an often underrepresented group 
in the Church. Her maturity, 
poise and passion for this 
specific call for social justice was 

inspiring. When she concluded her remarks the room lit up 
with a huge standing ovation. The applause was deafening. 

The Ignatian Family Teach-In for Justice
Christine Cichello, Perry Bowers, Michel-Jules Adjibodou and Andy Lee

She had articulated a message that needed to be shared.
The second moment that stood out to me was 

when keynote speaker, Sister Peggy O’Neill, discussed 
climate justice. Her stories from life in El Salvador 
were incredible. Her deep understanding of the 
interconnectedness of all things - the earth we live on, the 
people and animals that call it home and the Creator - was 
breathtaking. Her faith was simultaneously simple and 
tremendously deep. I encourage everyone to listen to her 
talk on the Ignatian Solidarity Network website.

The third moment of the conference that touched me 
was the period of silence and reflection during our CLC 
breakout session. The conference itself was very fast-
paced, content-heavy and hectic, with speaker after 
speaker standing at the podium and sharing moments of 
hope but also distressing realities about our world. This 
made an extremely powerful impact but required more 
time to recognize attendees’ need to reflect. It was our 
hope that CLC’s breakout session would provide that 
space. I realized, as we gathered in a candlelit room in 
small groups to process, feel, share and comfort one 
another, that the unique structure and mission of CLC itself 
is embedded in social justice. It serves a need in all of us to 
be with each other as we experience life in this world. 

The Ignatian Family Teach-In for Justice put social 
issues that individuals, communities, societies and the 
world face into the context of our personal and communal 
faith. I think this is especially powerful for teenagers and 
young adults, who are often passionate about social issues 
but do not always consider them through this perspective 
or with the foundation of faith. Yet, once the connection 
between faith and seeking justice is discovered, inspiration 
and hope overflow. This conference showed me that the 
young church is passionate about acting for justice and has 
so many gifts to share.

Michel-Jules Adjibodou

My experience at the Ignatian 
Family Teach-In for Justice can 
be described as very humbling. 
I was able to have meaningful 
conversations with people from 
all walks of life. During the 
sessions I witnessed people share 
their experiences about life and 
the word of God. I really enjoyed 
the breakout groups that we 
facilitated. The opportunity I had 
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to speak to various seniors about their transition was eye-
opening. I was able to share my experience as well as hear 
and support them on their journey in making life decisions 
that came to the surface during our breakout session. 
We all do go through similar things in life, and offering 
CLC in a setting like this helped us not feel so alone. The 
ability and opportunity to meet and attend was a blessing, 
because we got to share with one another and I heard 
God speak through the people I met. I am grateful for the 
opportunity to attend the Ignatian Family Teach-In for 
Justice and especially in a setting like this, where CLC has 
so much to offer and helps us stay connected to God and 
each other.

Andy Lee

Seeing thousands of high school and college students 
at the Ignatian Family Teach-In being so invigorated 
about not only social justice issues such as mending our 
earth and challenging racial injustice, but also being so 
energized about their faith was a humbling setting to be in. 
I could truly feel God. It was at first almost overwhelming 
to be in the presence of God. Watching the future of the 

Guides Meeting that took place in St. Louis in March 2020

Church, both embracing the 
sacrifice of the past and crying 
out for change for the future, 
were refreshing and rejuvenating.

 Although there was a slate 
of esteemed speakers with vital 
messages, the participants seemed 
to be listening most of the time. 
They were lacking the space 
to stop, breathe, think, unpack 
and discuss their thoughts and 

emotions. With the reflective space that CLC offers, 
the participants in the CLC breakout session seemed to 
appreciate the chance to reflect and share their thoughts 
with one another. 

 From this experience the value of CLC was 
illuminated, as it can help create spaces for people not only 
to reflect inwardly, but also to engage in dialogue. With the 
world increasingly becoming faster paced and evolving at 
an unparalleled rate, it seems to be a very necessary space 
to foster a healthy spiritual life for both individuals and the 
Church as a whole. We all are grateful for the opportunity 
to live out our faith in this way.
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National CLC Guides Meeting
Larry Paffrath

These are my reflections on the National Christian Life Community Guides Meeting in 
early March based on my participation in previous online CLC Guides meetings, my limited 
experience guiding a local group, and my first in person attendance with the national guides 
group. Though this meeting took place just before the COVID-19 Virus was declared a 
pandemic, I observed that most attendees were already practicing “social distancing” to some 
extent. More elbow to elbow and bowing greetings, and less hugging and shaking hands were 
our way of greeting. However, I was more nervous about my flight to and from St. Louis on 
a crowded airplane, than I was greeting new and familiar CLC members from all over the 
country. Between the time of our early greetings upon arrival and the end of our days together 
there wasn’t much time to worry about the virus. Lois Campbell, Marie Schimelfening, Liem 
T. Le and other presenters kept us busy from early morning to late evening. I compliment the 
facilitators’ planning and execution.

During our first session on the evening of March 5 and the morning of March 6, we 
focused on the questions: What does CLC community mean to you? What are the graces, gifts, 
challenges and paralysis for CLC groups? Do we live a full Christian life individually and in our 
CLC community? Some questions for discernment any of us could ponder are: How can I help 
you? How do I turn prayer into action? How can my group help me? What do I love doing for 
my group? Discerning, sending, supporting, and evaluating (DSSE) is a tool for becoming one 
apostolic body. DSSE is our way of beginning, continuing, or moving forward with a certain 
action.

During the afternoon of March 6, we were asked to think about the different types of CLC 
groups that exist. We discussed this in terms of connectedness. Are there two different types of 
communities? Is one type connected to the greater CLC region, country and world, and the other 
connected only through the local community? In this context we discussed the guide’s role in 
serving either type, and thought that the guide could serve in three capacities: 
1.  Every new group must have a guide during its formation period. A guide in this capacity 

should use one of the formation documents available from several sources.
2.  All groups should periodically use the services of a guide to review how the group is living 

the CLC charisms. 
3.  A guide should be on call if a group needs a guide for a specific purpose. 

The General Principles are a good starting point for guides to determine the needs of a 
group or an individual member. Quoting from Fr. Dominic Totaro’s, General Principles of the 
Christian Life Community---Simplified Version for Study, Reflection, Prayer, and Action: In the 
text of these principles we find that the true meaning of CLC is expressed: 
•  In a way of life- following Christ, inspired by the Ignatian spirituality of the Spiritual 

Exercises; 
• In community- small groups with regular meetings, formation programs, and mutual support; 
• In mission- building the kingdom of God in the midst of our everyday life.

Our facilitator during the morning session of March 7 was Fr. Dominic Totaro, S.J. His 
topic was the “Paschal Mystery Cycle.” His talk was based on a 1976 document from the 
Jesuit Center for Spiritual Growth which defines the power generating and power expending 
experiences in group dynamics. The power generating part of the cycle entails having dreams 
and assumptions, goals, objectives, programs, policy, budget, organization and decision making. 
The power expending part of the cycle involves suspended doubt, operational doubt, ideological 
doubt, ethical doubt, and finally absolute doubt. We assessed where our group was on this bell 
curve.

Conclusion: See Nora’s review.

Larry is a “cradle” Catholic 
born in Pittsburgh, PA. (Go 
Steelers!). He is the oldest 
of four siblings. He attended 
the College of William and 
Mary, where he met Nora. 
After graduating, Larry was 
a high school administrator 
with the Newport News, VA 
Public Schools. Nora and 
Larry have been married 
over 50 years, and have a 
son and daughter and seven 
grandchildren. Larry and Nora 
have belonged to CLC since 
2012. They are leaders and 
guides in the cluster of CLC 
groups at St. Therese Parish in 
Mooresville, NC. Larry serves 
on the Mid-Atlantic Region 
ExCo. His parish ministries 
include Pastoral Council 
Chair, Building Committee 
Chair, Building Fund Raising 
Committee, Men of St. Therese, 
Lector, Marriage Preparation 
Program and Just Faith.
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I don’t think anyone expected that when we set our clocks ahead an hour while 
we were in Jesuit Hall on March 7, 2020, that we’d go from Standard Time to the 
Twilight Zone. 

I read the above humorous comment on our current world situation in the throes 
of a pandemic, just as was I starting to write my reflections on our in person Guides 
Meeting in St. Louis on March 5-8, 2020. Indeed, the six weeks since Larry and I 
returned home have brought us to a standstill and for me, to new insights on the things 
in my life that are truly important. I find that my family, my spiritual life, my CLC, 
the community I have guided and the many friends in CLC locally and nationally have 
emerged as the things that I truly value.

Larry and I arrived in St. Louis on Thursday afternoon and were “chauffeured” to 
Jesuit Hall by an engaging volunteer from a St. Louis CLC. When we arrived we were 
surprised to be assisted in our registration by Barb Rudolph, our National President, a 
real example of a servant leader. The lobby also held several familiar and welcoming 
faces. For me, attending our in person guide meetings has become a real experience 
of family which generates a deep sense of “coming home” where I can renew 
relationships with my brothers and sisters in Christ.

This was the first time Larry, my husband, has attended an in person meeting 
with the Guides group, although he has joined several of our ZOOM meetings and 
Webinars. I enjoyed having him come to St. Louis with me and get to know many of 
our fellow guides from around the country.

The sessions were rich in content and helpful reminders to me as I consider my 
next steps as a guide within CLC. Larry and I had been guiding two different CLC groups in our cluster. Both experienced 
a decline in membership due to members taking a leave of absence, or deciding to focus their energies elsewhere. After 
discernment the two groups merged during the fall of 2019, and eventually Larry became the sole guide of the merged 
group. Since I am “out of a job” as a guide, I am turning my attention to the possibility of forming a new group of young 
adults in our parish based cluster. It was helpful to talk to other guides in St. Louis who have recently started groups and 
willingly shared their experiences.

In reviewing my notes from our sessions, I found a great deal of commonality in the challenges and obstacles, as well 
as in the graces.

These are my key learnings from the challenges. There is a need in the formation of a group to facilitate the decision 
to commit to CLC and the need to provide engagement with regional and national experiences. Another need is to 
attract younger members to CLC, while realizing the many life changes that young adults can be encountering, in new 
job experiences and growing personal commitments such as marriage or children. With more established groups, there 
might be challenges related to aging, or other life changes that disrupt the group. Another challenge for long standing 
groups might be the difficulty of integrating new or younger members who may be at a different level of formation 
or understanding of DSSE. The greatest challenge is fostering the continual growth towards being a true apostolic 
community.

The Graces I received include:
• The experience of the joy of Ignatian spirituality;
• The movement of the Holy Spirit in our sharing;
• The sense of our commitment to one another and to CLC.
A highlight of the weekend was the opportunity for Larry and me to share our ceremony of Permanent Commitment 

with old friends and new. It was truly a joy to have Fr. Dominic celebrate the Mass and participate with us as we made our 
pledge to permanently live in accord with the General Principles of Christian Life Community. I pray today as I did then 
that God will give me the grace to fulfill that commitment.

National CLC Guides Meeting - Part 2 
 Nora Paffrath

Nora became a member of 
CLC in 2012, and made her 
permanent commitment in 2020. 
She loves travel, books, cooking 
and bridge. Nora leads the CLC 
cluster in Mooresville, NC. She 
serves on the Peace and Justice 
Committee, the Ecumenism 
Commission, the Tithing 
Committee and the Ignatian 
Team..
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The Reiman Great Lakes Region Is

Coping with COVID-19 Together
Patrick Cleary-Burns

 We have all heard about the need to save for a rainy day. I don’t remember ever 
being taught to prepare for a global pandemic. With the guidance of our states’ public 
health experts, we have all been learning how to ‘flatten the curve.’ The CLC groups in 
this region are working to learn new coping skills while continuing to try to pray, serve 
and be community.

 How are we gathering? By ZOOM, teleconference, telephone and by email. Each 
community discerned the way that works for them. Family Life (Cleveland) has found 
that phone visits and emails have kept them together as they all struggle. Michigan 
groups seem to lean toward conference calls, while Cleveland communities lean 
toward ZOOM.

 A lot of our community meetings have centered on supporting each other through 
this time. We do this by praying with scripture and sharing the graces we have received 
while reading together a portion of a book or articles from Harvest. Surprisingly, three 
communities are reading books by Joan Chittister. Family Life is reading A Time to 
Weep. Magis (Cleveland) is working through The Time is Now. Sojourners (Detroit) 
is sharing In Search of Belief. Many communities prayed together through the Passion 
during Holy Week.

 The people we serve still need us during this terrible pandemic. Community 
members who are spiritual directors continue to meet with folks via electronic means. 
Health care workers are still working…some for awfully long hours. Meetings for 
Strangers No Longer, (see page 13) CLC committees and parish councils still meet – 
just differently. We try to listen to the call of the Spirit in new and unaccustomed ways 
during this ‘novel’ period.

 Community is our greatest gift these days. Each and every community in this 
region is working creatively to lovingly support each other. Almost everyone is 
overwhelmed by the level of community we are experiencing in video and tele-
conferencing. Companions of Jesus (Detroit) shared, “We had to cancel a meeting 
due to stay-at-home orders. Instead we held it by merging calls via iPhones. For our 
meeting we reflected on the Passion as recorded by Matthew. It was a fruitful meeting 
with good sharing.” 

It is terribly hard not to be together in the same room, but our loving God is 
abundantly gracing our efforts to meet any way we can and continue to pray together, 
support each other in service and be true members of Christian Life Community.

Patrick Cleary-Burns is 
a spiritual director from 
Cleveland, Ohio. He and his 
wife Jeannie are members of 
the Magis CLC in Cleveland. 
Pat serves as co-chair of the 
Reiman Great Lakes Region 
and is their representative 
on the NCC. He has a BA 
in Theology and an MA in 
Pastoral Ministry from Boston 
College and Spiritual Direction 
certification from John Carroll 
University. A lifelong Catholic, 
Pat worked for ecumenical 
organizations for 18 years, 
including Project Bread, 
Church World Service/CROP, 
and West Side Ecumenical 
Ministry. Pat and Jeannie are 
active members of St. Malachi 
Parish. They live in South 
Euclid, OH and have 5 adult 
children, 7 grandchildren.



2020 - Issue 1 / 23

A letter from Saint Ignatius
Heaven

14th March 2020, Earth time

Dear people on earth,
I see you’re having a hard time finding the right attitude to the coronavirus. That’s 

not strange. Over the past few decades, science has made such progress that you have 
come to believe that a solution to every problem can be found in no time. Now it’s 
becoming clear all over the world that this is an illusion. For many of you this is quite 
confusing.

I myself have been struggling with chronic illness for over thirty years. As 
Superior General of the rapidly growing Jesuit order, I was confronted with all possible 
and impossible problems day in and day out for fifteen years. I would like to give you 
four tips to get through these difficult times. They are taken from my own experience.
1.  At the time of this coronavirus, obey the doctors, the scientists, and the competent 

authorities as if it were God Himself. Even if you disagree with their decisions or 
do not understand them well, have the humility to accept that it is worth relying on 
their knowledge and experience. It will give you a clear conscience and allow you to 
make your contribution to the solution of the crisis. 

2.  Beware of fear. Fear never comes from God and does not lead to God. Fear often 
suggests to you all possible reasons why you should be afraid. Much of it is true. 
Only, you don’t have to be afraid of it. The Lord takes care of you now, too. I know 
that from a well-informed celestial source. Experience has shown that He can write 
straight on the curved earthly lines. Dare to believe in them.

3.  In times of crisis you do not benefit less, but more from prayer. Grant it to yourself 
to indulge in His love. It is the best antidote to fear.

4.  Finally, do not forget to live and enjoy life in all this. Whatever happens, every 
second you are given is a unique and precious gift. There’s nothing the coronavirus 
can do to change that. 

United with you in everlasting prayer, 
+ Ignatius

(This Letter was written by Nikolaas Sintobin SJ) 

Saint Ignatius
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Your contribution can make a difference 
in faith formation, building community and 
promoting the Ignatian charism.

Even a small contribution can make a 
huge impact over time…

For more information write us at 

Christian Life Community®-USA
3601 Lindell Blvd.

St. Louis, MO 63108
www.clc-usa.org

CLC-USA is a 501 (c) (3) tax-exempt organization.
All contributions to CLC-USA are tax deductible to the extent 

allowable under federal law. 

Please remember CLC  
in your estate plan. 
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